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Pregnancy 95.6 93.0 92.3 93.4 93.3 89.0 87.9 92.2 87.7 87.8 83.9

Fertility 79.1 77.0 78.3 79.2 79.8 77.3 76.1 77.1 77.0 78.4 75.9

Abortion 16.1 14.6 13.4 13.7 13.0 11.2 11.1 14.5 10.2 8.9 7.3

Figure 1A-1
Pregnancy Rates by Outcome and Year Among

 Females of All Ages, Arizona, 1991-2001

Note: all rates are per 1,000 females 15-44 years old. The fertility rate is the number of births 
per 1,000 females aged 15-44 years.
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The pregnancy rate, the fertility 
rate, and the abortion rate all 
declined in 2001 to the lowest 
level since 1991. There were 
94,142 pregnancies in Arizona in 
2001 compared to 95,268 in 
2000, a decrease of 1.2 percent. 
The decrease in the number of 
pregnancies was entirely due to 
a 14.6 percent decrease in the 
number of reported abortions 
from 9,631 in 2000 to 8,226 in 
2001. In contrast, the number 
of resident live births increased 
by a mere 0.3 percent from 
84,985 in 2000 to 85,213 in 
2001. (Figure 1A-1, Table 1A-
1). Since the number of females 
of childbearing age (15-44 years 
old) was up 3.7 percent, the 
fertility rate, which relates births 
to the number of women of 
childbearing age, fell 3.2 
percent. 

 
 
 

Figure 1A-2
 Pregnancy Rates by Race/Ethnicity for 

Females of All Ages, Arizona, 2001
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Pregnancy rate = the number of pregnancies per 1,000 females 
aged 15-44 years in specified race/ethnic group.  

Among White non-Hispanic 
females, the 2001 pregnancy 
rate was 66.8/1,000. The 
pregnancy rate for Hispanic 
female residents of Arizona was 
124.4/1,000 or 86 percent 
greater than the rate for White 
non-Hispanics (Figure 1A-2, 
Table 1A-1). American Indian 
females had the second highest 
rate among ethnic groups 
(92.6), followed by Arizona's 
Black females (89.6). 
Approximately one in every 
fifteen White non-Hispanic 
females ages 15-44 became 
pregnant in 2001 compared to 
one in every eight Hispanic 
females. 
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The pregnancy rate for Arizona 
teenagers 15-19 years old in 
2001 was 72 pregnancies per 
1,000 females (Figure 1A-3), 9 
percent lower than in 2000 and 
29.4 percent lower than in 1994 
when it reached the decade’s 
peak of 102.0/1,000. The 
pregnancy rate for younger 
teenagers 15-17 years also 
reached a record low in 2001, 
dropping to 43.2/1,000, down 
10.2 percent from 2000, and 
33.9 percent from 1994.  
Similarly, the pregnancy rate for 
older teenagers declined in 2001 
to 113.2/1,000, down 8.4 
percent from 2000, and 22.4 
percent from the rate of 
145.9/1,000 in 1994 (Figure 
1A-3). The declining teenage 
pregnancy rate has not been 
accompanied by a similar 
decrease in the number of 
pregnancies. Compared to 1991, 
there were no fewer teen 
pregnancies in the year 2001 
(13,037 and 13,429 
respectively; Table 1A-5), but 
fewer pregnancies per 1,000 
teenage females. 
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15-17 63.8 62.9 63.6 65.4 61.1 59.4 55.7 58.6 51.5 48.1 43.2

15-19 98.2 94.6 101.2 102.0 96.1 91.3 88.1 91.7 85.7 79.1 72.0

18-19 143.4 142.6 142.8 145.9 141.8 141.6 139.3 142.1 137.6 123.6 113.2

All 19 or younger 50.2 48.4 48.6 49.3 47.4 45.4 43.8 45.8 42.7 39.5 36.0

Figure 1A-3
Pregnancy Rates by Age Group and Year Among
 Females 19 and Younger, Arizona, 1991-2001

Note: all rates are per 1,000 females in specified age group.
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The pregnancy rates of Hispanic, 
Black, and American Indian 
teenagers exceeded the 
corresponding rates of Asian 
and White non-Hispanic females 
in every age group in 2001. 
Hispanic teenage females 
continued to have the highest 
age-specific pregnancy rates 
among all ethnic groups, 
followed by Blacks, and 
American Indians. Among girls 
aged 15-17 years, the 2001 
pregnancy rate was 3.8 times 
greater for Hispanics 
(79.7/1,000) than White 
non-Hispanics (20.8/1,000, 
Figure 1A-4, Table 1A-3). 
 

Figure 1A-4
 Pregnancy Rates by Race/Ethnicity Among  

Females Aged 15-17 Years Old, Arizona, 2001
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Figure 1A-5
 Pregnancy Rates by Race/Ethnicity for Females 

18-19 Years Old, Arizona, 2001
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Among females 18-19 years old, 
the Hispanic to Asian differential 
in pregnancy rates was 3.1 
times (176.0 vs. 57.1, Figure 
1A-5, Table 1A-4) in 2001. 
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Figure 1A-6
Comparison of Pregnancy Rates by Ethnic Group Among 

Females  Aged 19 and Younger in Arizona in 
1980, 1990 and 2001

Pregnancy rate*

* Number of pregnancies per 1,000 females 10-19 years old in specified group.  

Between 1980 and 2001, 
pregnancy rates declined for 
Asian, American Indian, Black, 
and White non-Hispanic 
populations (Figure 1A-6), with 
the steepest decline recorded for 
White non-Hispanic teens. In 
contrast, Hispanic females aged 
19 and younger were the only 
group for whom the 2001 
pregnancy rate was identical 
with the 1980 rate of 
59.1/1,000. 
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Hispanics, who accounted for 
32.8 percent of all females 19 or 
younger in Arizona in 2001, made 
a significantly higher proportional 
contribution to teen pregnancies 
(53.9 percent) and live births 
(56.4 percent). In contrast, White 
non-Hispanic females who 
accounted for 52.9 percent of all 
teens in Arizona had a much 
lower proportional representation 
among teen pregnancies (31.1 
percent) and live births (28.8 
percent, Figure 1A-7). 

Figure 1A-7
Proportional Contribution by Race/Ethnicity to 

Pregnancies and Live Births Among Females 19 or 
Younger,  Arizona, 2001
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In 2001, the pregnancy rate of 
43.2 per 1,000 adolescent girls 
15-17 years old in Arizona was 
72.8 percent greater than the 
Healthy Arizona 2010 objective 
of 25.0/1,000 (Figure 1A-8, 
Table 1A-3). The 2001 
pregnancy rate among Asian 
females ages 15-17 years was 10 
percent lower, and among White 
non-Hispanic females 16.8 
percent lower than the objective. 
In contrast the 2001 pregnancy 
rate among Hispanic females 15-
17 years old exceeded the target 
rate by 218.8 percent, or 3.2 
times. 
 

1985-1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
0.0

40.0

80.0

120.0

All groups 62.6 59.4 55.7 58.6 51.5 48.1 43.2

White
non Hispanic 45.7 35.2 31.3 33.2 26.2 25.1 20.8

Hispanic 90.3 108.0 108.5 111.9 103.6 84.0 79.7

Black 100.8 82.7 57.6 61.3 58.5 64.2 57.5

American
Indian 71.3 56.6 60.6 63.2 51.7 52.1 43.5

Asian 23.5 29.9 20.2 24.1 17.7 21.4 22.5

Figure 1A-8
Pregnancy Rates by Race/Ethnicity Among

 Females 15-17 Years Old: 1985-1995, 1996-2001
and the Healthy Arizona 2010 Objective

Note: All rates are per 1,000 females 15-17 years old in specified race/ethnic group.
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